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The Honorable Senate of the State of New York: 

The undersigned respectfully petition you to pass 
Senate Bill (Int. 191, Ptd. 198) entitled "An Act to repeal 
chapter 605 of the laws of 1898 entitled ' An Act to incor- 
porate the Genesee River Company ' and all amendatory 
acts thereof," and «o/ /(?/rtJ'i' Assembly Bill (Int. 1699, Ptd. 
2347 ) entitled " An Act to amend chapter 605 of the laws 
of 1898," etc., on the ground that the Charter of said 
Genesee River Company has morally if not legally become 
void by non-use, and that the powers granted therein are 
contrary to public interests. 
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LETCHWORTH PARK IN DANGER 


Heasons Why Genesee River Company's Charter 
Should Be Revoked — Vast Po-wers Over Public 

Interests Given to a Private Corporation — 

Letch-worth Park Threatened and 

Public Health and Life Endangered 

— Misleading Statements 

Corrected 

To THE Eeader: 

On December 31, 1906, the Hon. William Pryor Letch- 
worth, of Portage, N. Y., crowned a life of philanthropic de- 
votion to the charities of the State of New York by deeding 
to the people of the State his beautiful estate of 1,000 acres 
on the Upper Genesee River. This estate embraces the three 
famous Portage Falls. The scenery is by common consent 
ranked second only to that of Niagara. Upon the rescue and 
restoration of this scenery from its previously demoralized 
condition Mr. Letch worth has spent over half a million 
dollars. His gift has been accepted by the Legislature for 
the purpose of preserving its natural beauty and it has been 
officially named Letchworth Park. 

The integrity of Letchworth Park, which now belongs 
to the people of the State of New York, is threatened by the 
existence of the Genesee River Company, and particularly by 
the bill of Assemblyman Edward Schoeneck, of Syracuse, 
amending its charter. We therefore invoke your immediate 
co-operation in saving Letchworth Park by assisting to secure 
the defeat of Assemblyman Schoeneck 's bill and the passage 
of another bill introduced by Senator Alfred R. Page, of New 
York, for the repeal of the Genesee River Co.'s charter. 

Senator Page's bill, introduced January 33, repeals 
Chapter C05 of the Laws of 1898, which is the charter of the 
Genesee River Co. Assemblyman Schoeneck's bill, intro- 
duced April 16, amends and perpetuates the charter. The 


latter bill has passed the Assembly and is now pending in 
the Senate. For reasons stated below. Senator Page's bill 
should pass and Assemblyman Schoeneck's bill should be 
defeated. 

How You Can Help Defend Letchivorth Park. 

You can help defend Letchworth Park in the following 
manner. Upon receipt of this pamphlet, immediately write 
a petition to the Senate of the State of New York, respect- 
fully requesting that it pass Senator Page's hill (intro- 
ductory number 191, printed number 198), entitled "An act 
to repeal chapter 605 of the laws of 1898," etc.; and that it 
reject Assemhlyman Schoeneck's hill (introductory 
number 1699, printed number ;i 347), entitled "An act to 
amend chapter 605 of the laws of 1898," etc. Send this- 
petition to the Hon. Alfred R. Page, Senate Chamber, 
Albany, N". Y., or to any other member of the Senate. 

Also write a letter to the Hon. Charles E^ 
Hughes, Governor, Executive Chamber, Albany, IST. Y., 
respectfully requesting him to Veto the Schoeneck bill if it. 
should pass the Senate. 

As the Legislature will probably adjourn soon, your 
help, to be effective, must be immediate. 

Provisions of the Genesee River Co.'s Charter. 

The Genesee Eiver Company was incorporated by Chap- 
ter 605 of the Laws of 1898, which became a law April 29 in. 
that year. The incorporators named in the bill are Messrs. 
"William A. Boland, Cassius M. Wicker, Theodore W. Myers, 
George W. Eafter and George P. Keller. The minimum, 
capital 'Stock is fixed at $3,000,000, and the maximum at 
$12,000,000. The object of the corporation, as primarily 
set forth in the preamble and in Section 6 of the Charter, is- 
to build a main dam or reservoir on the Genesee river near 
Portageville "for the purpose of improving the sanitary con- 
dition of the Genesee valley, of checking floods in the Gene- 
see river by producing as far as possible an equable flow 
therein, of supplying necessary water to the enlarged Erie- 
Canal, and of furnishing pure and wholesome water for munic- 
ipal purposes." Further on, Section 6 provides that " said. 


■corporation shall have the right to utilize all the water power 
incidentally created by the construction of said main dam or 
reservoir; for the purpose of such utilization, said corporation 
may construct, maintain and operate in and upon the Gene- 
see river and its tributaries within one mile of the mouth of 
«ach of such tributaries and along the line thereof, at any 
and all points below the location of the aforesaid main dam 
or reservoir, all necessary power dams, subsidiary reservoirs, 
sluices, gates, trunks, irrigation canals and distributaries, 
hydraulic power raceways, and all other necessary appliances 
for the purpose of utilizing the water and water powea- of said 
river for the development of hydraulic and electrical power, 
and for the purpose of making and transmitting compressed 
air, and for other purposes." 

Particular attention is called to the relative importance 
of the public and private objects as professed in this section, 
which states as the primary object the equalizing of the flow 
of the riverfor public health and safety, and as the incidental 
object the developing of power for commercial purposes. We 
shall refer to this matter later. 

Far-Reacliing Powers. 

The bill further provides for the absorption by the Gene- 
see River Company of the stock of other corporations ; per- 
mits it to acquire by condemnation property, including 
cemeteries, within the flowage line of the main reservoir; 
authorizes it to acquire property belonging to the State, or 
other authorities, and to use public streets and highways; 
empowers it to regulate its own charges for power, light, etc., 
and gives it many other far-reaching powers. 

Expiration of the Charter. 

Section 20 provides that " in case the work of construct- 
ing the said main dam or reservoir on the Genesee river near 
Portageville be not actually and in good faith commenced 
within five years from and after the passage of this act, and 
at least 10 per centum of the said minimum amount of 
$3,000,000 of capital stock expended on said work of con- 
struction, the said corporation shall be dissolved." 


Work was not begun in good faith within the period 
prescribed for the reason, us stated by Mr. Eafter in his 
"Hydrology of the State of New Yorl.-," 1903, that "no one 
has thus far been willing to invest perhaps $300,000 to $400,- 
000 on the chance." Mr. John S. Connor, of Mount Morris, 
one of the present owners,* gave another reason before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Feb. 27. He said the incorpora- 
tors got into a quarrel and used up their five years in litiga- 
tion among themselves. The charter therefore expired by 
non-use April 39, 1903. It is claimed in behalf of the owners 
that as the act declared that in case of failure to meet its re- 
quirements, " said corporation shall be dissolved," and as no- 
body dissolved it, it continued to exist ; and in 1906 they 
secured another act, Chapter 688 of the Laws of 1906, pur- 
porting to amend Chapter 605 of the Laws of 1898, by ex- 
tending the time for beginning operations five years from 
July 1, 1906. 

A Cloud on the Charter. 

The claim that this charter is still alive is open to grave 
doubt. It certainly expired morally April 39, 1903, from 
non-use, and could not be resuscitated morally by anything 
short of re-enactmeut. A dead law cannot be amended. 
This doubt must seriously impair the value of the charter, 
and if it be well grounded, can only serve to mislead invest- 
ors. That is one reason why it should be repealed. 

But the owners claim that it is alive. Assuming that it 
is — although we do not concede it — further objections to it 
may be considered. 

A Public Function in Private Hands. 

Chapter 605 of the Laws of 1898 has a feature which is 
very rare in the laws of this State — a preamble which ap- 
pears to be in the nature of an excuse. It declares: "Where- 
as, It is necessary for the improvement and preservation of 
the public health, for the checking of floods, for the furnish- 

* Mr. Connor, in Ms testimony before tlie Senate Judiciary Commtttec, February 
27, said: " I came to Albany after associating two business men of IVlou-nt Morris with 
me, one of whom, Mr. Winters, of Winters & Prophet, is here. ... Up to the present, 
time we have invested in that Company . . upwards of $40,000. ... No one other 
than these two business men and myself have any interest in it," 
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ing of water for the enlarged Erie Canal, and for the supply- 
ing of pure and wholesome water for municipal purposes that 
the land and real property . . . should be taken for the uses 
aforesaid, just compensation being ascertained and made for 
all private and public property so taken as hereinafter 
authorized; and whereas, in the judgment of this legislature, 
such compensation should not be made by the State, but 
should be paid and the said objects should be attained by 
and through the corporation created by this act; therefore," 
etc. 

The chief reason for repealing this charter is, that if the 
real purpose of the act is to meet the public needs alleged 
therein, such a function is a public and not a private func- 
tion, and should be exercised by the State itself, and not en- 
trusted to a private corporation with such broad powers. 
The principle stated in the preamble that these public ob- 
jects should be committed to the private corporation is not 
only objectionable in itself, but it is contrary to the views of 
one of the incorporators, Mr. George W. Eafter, as set forth 
in his Hydrology of New York, published in 1903, pages 516- 
526, in which he argues for the State control of public 
utilities. 

The Other Horn of the Dilemma. 

But there is reason to doubt if this is the primary object 
of the act; and if the sole or primary object is a private one, 
and there are no public purposes to be served or the public 
purposes are so small as to be completely dominated by the 
private interests, then also the act should be repealed. 

Some light on the main object of this act may be obtained 
from a consideration of the objects of storage reservoirs in 
other parts of the State. 

Some Light on the Subject. 

Mr. Eafter, one of the incorioorators of the Genesee Kiver 
Company, is a well-known civil engineer of Eochester. As 
the employee of the State, and at the State's expense, he sur- 
veyed the reservoir site at Portageville to acquire which this 
private company was formed. His plans are embodied in the 
Annual Eeport of the New York State Engineer and Sur- 
veyor for the year 1896. In 1898, the year in which he and 


his associates were incorporated as the Genesee Eiver Com- 
pany, he was constructing a S100,000 storage dam at the foot 
of Indian Lake in the Adirondaclis for the Indian River 
Company. The Indian Eiver Company was a private corpo- 
ration and the reservoir was built primarily for the benefit of 
private commercial interests on the Hudson at and above 
Crlen Falls. They afterwards sold it to the State. The title 
of the Genesee River Company appears to have been modeled 
after that of the Indian River Company, suggesting again 
that the purposes of the latter were also the inspiration of the 
former. 

The Sheep's Clothing of " Public Health and Safety." 

There is other reason for believing that the Genesee 
River Company was not formed primarily for the benefit of 
the public. The records show that it is a matter of public 
notoriety that the plea of "public health and safety" has 
been used by those desiring to secure the use of public lands 
in the Adirondacks for storage reservoirs for the generation 
of power for private corporations. la the Second Annual 
Report of the State Water Supply Commission made to the 
Legislature February 1, 1907, Mr. Myron S. Falk, consult- 
ing engineer, referring to certain petitions for dams, says : 
" These petitions ask for relief because of danger to health 
and life * * * There is no doubt in my mind that these 
owners ask relief * * * for the sake of improving the 
water powers." Referring to another petition, he says : "It 
appears fully as evident to me that storage is asked for on 
this stream to satisfy the purposes of the owners of powers, 
and the question of health is only incidentally involved." 
Speaking of the petitions generally, he refers to the insincer- 
ity of the professions about public health and safety when he 
says : " I believe that the improvements desired should be 
made in the name for which their sponsors really desire them, 
and not under a name calculated to deceive anyone." 

Private Potver Interests Paramount. 

This reasoning by analogy is borne out by the direct evi- 
dence of Mr. Rafter's " Hydrology.'' In giving a brief his- 
tory of the beginning of the Genesee River storage plans, he 


says : "The increased demand /or power as well as the seri- 
ous summer droughts led to the formulation of a project for 
•constructing a storage reservoir at some point on the head- 
waters of the Genesee River for assisting the summer flow." 
Thus it is seen that the original object was not to check spring 
floods but to increase the summer flow for power purposes. 

Another reason for believing private interests to be the 
•chief ones in view in the Genesee River Company's charter is 
the fact that a storage reservoir had been planned at Mount 
Morris, about 30 miles below the proposed Portage reservoir, 
-and that Mr. Rafter, in his "Hydrology" advocated the 
Portage site because " the proposed Portage daai is 500 feet 
vertically above the previously mentioned sites, thus rendering 
that additional number of feet available for power purposes." 

Would Roh Letchtvorih Park of Its Waterfalls. 

To take advantage of that fall, the water must be di- 
verted from the river at the upper end of Letchworth Park 
and conducted around it to the river below, thus drying up 
the three famous Portage Falls and robbing what is now, by 
Mr. Letchworth's munificence, the people's park, of one of 
its chief factors of beauty. That such would be the effect is 
perfectly well understood by Mr. John S. Connor, one of the 
present owners of the company, who was asked about three 
years ago if the plans of the company would not leave the 
bed of the river between the three falls dry, and who replied: 
■" Yes ; but the scenery will be the same and the buildings 
erected by the company will be such as not to mar the land- 
scape." 

An Artistic Joke. 

Any one who has observed the disfigurement of the 
Niagara scenery by power plants which caused the recent ac- 
tion of the Secretai-y of War will hardly agree with Mr. Con- 
nor's conception of the effect of factories on the scenery of 
Letchworth Park, or with that of Mr. Rafter, who expressed 
the opinion in his report of 1896 that " artistically designed 
power stations throughout the canyon " would be " not only 
no injury but even an addition to the scenery ! " This, like 
many other arguments of the advocates, must be accepted in 
a purely Pickwickian sense. 


Proposed Reservoir Will Submerge Part of Letcliioorth Park. 

Not only will the proposed dam dry up the Falls in 
Letchworth Park but the reservoir will also submerge a part 
of the park itself. At the hearing before the Senate Judici- 
ary Committee on the Page bill, February 37, Mr. Connor 
told the Senators that Letchworth Park all lay north of the 
proposed dam site and the reservoir would not encroach upon 
it. As a matter of fact, it is proposed to locate the dam 
1,000 feet above the Erie Kailroad bridge, according to Mr. 
Connor's statement, and Letchworth Park reaches 3,500 feet 
above the bridge — or nearly half a mile above the dam. It is 
very unfortunate that Mr. Connor left this erroneous im- 
pression on the Senators^ minds, as it impairs one's confidence 
in the other assurances which he gave the Committee. 

Villages and Cemeteries Would Be Obliterated. 

The plan of the Genesee Eiver Company is to build a- 
dam at Portage, 118 feet high, making an artificial lake 15 
miles long, holding 15,000,000,000 cubic feet. This exten- 
sive flowage area would obliterate four villages and several 
cemeteries and destroy many farms. The villages which 
would be submerged are Portageville, Rossburg, Wiscoy and 
Fillmore. 

A Dangerous Dam Site. 

Furthermore, the well-known presence of quicksands in 
the hillsid'es at Portage and the superficial nature of the sur- 
veys thus far made are cause for grave apprehension concern- 
ing the security of such a great reservoir. It would be a menace 
to Letchworth Park and the inhabitants of the valley below. 

Apropos of this site, the promoters have laid consider- 
able stress on the fact that their proposed reservoir would 
simply fill a pre-glacial lake; but they fail to dwell on the- 
fact that the pre-glacial lake burst its walls to carve out the 
present gorge, and that if their dam could be securely 
built at Portage, the water is liable to break through some- 
where else. 

A Menace to Health. 

The advocates of of the measure advance as a reason for 
this dam the "typhus and malarial condition " produced by 


the flooding and subsequent uncovering of the lands of the 
valley. It is a poor rule that will not work both ways, and 
it is evident that the flooding of a vast area 15 miles long and 
three-quarters of a mile wide above Portage Falls and draw- 
ing the water down in summer is going to create pestilential 
surfaces where none now exist, on the pretext of relieving 
conditions which now exist lower down. The flooding of the 
flats at Mount Morris can be remedied by the straightening 
of the channel at and below that point, and it is difficult 
to see the equity of creating a new breeding place for disease 
farther up stream in order to abolish one at Mount Morris 
which can otherwise be remedied. Such conditions at Port- 
age would ruin Letchworth Park as a health resort. 

Objections to Assemblyman Schoeneck's Bill 

The foregoing are some of the reasons why Senator 
Page's bill repealing the charter should be passed. For the 
same and additional reasons, Assemblyman Schoeneck's bill 
amending and perpetuating the charter should not pass. 
Far from curtailing the powers of this gigantic corporation, 
it enlarges and confirms them. It removes both the 
minimum and maximum limits of its capital stock, so that 
the Company need not spend in good faith in five years the 
$300,000 now required to be expended to hold its charter. 
Later, when the Company wants to. it can increase the 
capital stock without limit to absorb other corporations and 
become a far-reaching trust. 

In the next place, the past '' acts of the incorporators as 
such . . . are ratified and confirmed." It may well be 
asked what acts tliese are which the Legislature is asked 
blindly to ratify and confirm. If the incorporators have 
proceeded legally under a valid charter, why should such 
confirmation be needed ? And if their acts have been illegal, 
they should not blindly be ratified. 

The bill does not change the location of the main dam, 
which in the charter is made mandatory near Portageville and 
which, as before stated, will abut and submerge part of Letch- 
worth Park. The interference with the Falls of Letchworth 
Park by any dam below the main dam is forbidden, but not by the 
main dam, which may divert every drop of water from thcFalls. 


The bill adds to the Company's authority the right to 
secure "easements," and this authority may be used to carry 
its power across Letch worth Park. 

By the transposition of three words, the bill also relieves 
the Company of another restriction. Section 10 of the 
original charter provides that the company may exercise the 
power of condemaation "for the purposes specified in the 
preamble of this act." The purposes specified in the 
preamble (which, as before stated, is quite disingenuous) 
are the improvement and preservation of the public health, 
the checking of flood?, the furnishing of water for the Brie 
Canal, and the supplying of pure and wholesome water for 
municipal purposes. Assemblyman Schoeneck's bill amends 
Section 10 so that the Company can condemn land, etc., 
" for the purposes specified in this act, including the pre- 
amble." This would enable the company to condemn land 
for its private uses and clearly discloses the real nature' of 
the enterprise. 

The excision of the authority to operate on tributary 
streams and some other amendments are of small account 
compared with the powers which are retained, enlarged and 
•confirmed. 

Mr. Letcliworth Misrepresented. 

At the hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee 
on the Page bill, Feb. 27, Mr. Connor stated that "Mr. 
Letchworth had a good many apprehensions as to the pur- 
poses of this Company and he raised objections at first, but 
finally became reconciled to the situation." Mr. Connor also 
informed the Committee that Mr. Letchworth had consented 
to take some of the bonds or stock of the company to 
furthur the project. That Mr. Letchworth ever became 
reconciled to the project of a dam at Portage can be denied 
authoritatively. It is a fact that Mr. Connor called on Mr. 
Letchworth and endeavored to persuade him to remove his 
objections; but he did not succeed, even by offering him 
stock in the company. That Mr. Connor realized the un- 
reconciled frame of Mr. Letchworth's mind at that time 
would seem to be indicated by the declaration which Mr. 
Connor made with some warmth at the conclusion of the inter- 
view: "loan tell you, Mr. Letchworth, there has been about 


$68,000 invested in this project and the gentlemen who have put 
their money in it are nob going to lose it." In view of Mr. 
Letch worth's long continued and outspoken opposition to the 
Portage dam and his public and private efforts to. save the- 
falls of the Upper Genesee from destruction, Mr. Connor's 
representation of Mr. Letchworth's attitude is entirely mis- 
leading. 

Good Faith Requires Protection of Letcliworth Park. 

The essentially private purposes of the Genesee Eiver 
Company are so apparent that it would seem as if they ought 
not to he made paramount to the public interest in Letch- 
worth Park and other general considerations of public rights. 

Mr. Letchworth has given this park to the people of the 
State with its one-time disfigurements removed and its per- 
fect beauty restored, He has given it to them with the dis- 
tinct purpose of perpetuating their enjoyment of one of the- 
most celebrated pieces of natural scenery in this remarkably 
diversified State. And it has been accepted by the Legis- 
lature for the people after a thorough and earnest discussion, 
in the Legislature and public prints, which can have left no- 
misunderstanding as to the condition on which it has been 
received. The good faith and honor of the State are pledged,, 
therefore, to prevent any impairment of the integrity of the 
trust. 

Mr. Letchworth's contemplated benefaction to the people 
of the State in connection with Letchworth Park is not yet 
fully consummated, and the perpetuation of the menace to the 
integrity of the park cannot but retard, if it does not alto- 
gether prevent, the carrying out of his further liberal ideas. 

A Charter Which Should Die 

(Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, May 5, 1907.) 

One of the spectres which haunt the Genesee valley is the ghost 
of a corporation known as the Genesee River Company; a corpora- 
tion which has, for well-nigh a decade, acted the part of the dog in 
the manger, refusing to avail itself of its charter rights in conserv- 
ing the water power of the river, and refusing others the right to- 
do so; and now, in the latter hours of the legislative session, it 
seeks, under the guise of a restrictive amendment, to deprive the 
public of Mr. Letchworth's magnificent gift of Glen Iris Park. 

The original charter of the Genesee River Company was so 
framed that it turned over to the projectors virtually all the rights 
of the State in the stream, from the Pennsylvania line to Court 
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street dam In this city. There was nothing, over, above, under or 
around the stream which, under this omnibus charter, the company 
did not have the right to do. It was authorized to flood the ancient 
glacial lake above Portage, and annihilate railways, villages and 
cemeteries. It was given rights of condemnation which was equiva- 
lent to confiscation of private property; and the state virtually 
transferred to this handful of promoters whatever public rights it 
had in the stream audits tributaries. . . . Just before the life of 
the company would have expired, through non-performance, a 
complaisant legislature i-enewed the charter of the Company and 
gave it a new lease of life, and incidentally some more money for 
engineering "expenses." When Mr. Letch worth offered to give 
to the State the magnificent Glen Iris Park, this moribund Genesee 
River Company appeared on the scene. Its attempts to cause the 
rejection or withdrawal of that gift are recent and familiar history. 
It now transpires that the charter of the Genesee River Com- 
pany is the property of three men, residents of Livingstone county. 
Under the guise of a bill to amend the charter, these men are seek- 
ing through the Legislature to secure privileges in the neighbor, 
hood of Portage Falls which, if granted, would place the Glen Iris 
Park at their mercy. By cleverly worded provisions they could, if 
the bill passes, destroy entirely the scenic beauty of Portage Falls 
, and turn the park into a factory for the production of power in the 
form of electricity. So far as can be learned the powers to be re- 
tained by the Genesee River Company, while ostensibly less far 
reaching, are fully as detrimental to the people's interests at Glen 
Iris Park as any of the provisions of the original grant, iniquitous 
as that grant is now conceded to be. 

It is the plain duty of the Legislature to say to the owners of this 
omnibus water right charter: "Hands off from Glen Iris Park.'" 
The only safety for the people, and the only hope of retaining the 
rights of the State in the Genesee River, lie in the absolute revoca- 
tion of this charter. 

Genesee R.iver Company 

(Bochester Post-Express, May 6, 1907.) 

A bill designed to give free of charge to the three business men of 
Livingston county who now own the Genesee River Company valu- 
able rights over Letchworth Park that Mr. Letchworth would not 
sell to them is now pending in the Assembly and every effort should 
be made to defeat it. 

The bill which amends the charter was prepared by one of the 
owners of the company and was introduced by Mr. Schoeneck, of Syra- 
cuse. . . . Whether Mr. Schoeneck knows it or not, his bill contains 
several provisions that will cause a storm of protest from Western 
New York, especially from those who demand that the beautiful 
estate of Glen Iris, worth more than half a million dollars, and given 
to tlie State by the Hon. William P. Letchworth, shall not be 
destroyed or rendered unsightly by a power companj' owned by 
private individuals and operated for the benefit of private interests. 
We have too high an opinion of the Assembyman from Syracuse to 
suppose that in offering this bill he intended to serve the corpora 
tions rather than the people, but the fact is that the three Living- 
ston county men who now own the Genesee River Company have 
gone to the Legislature and endeavored to obtain there the rights 
over Glen Iris which they failed to obtain by negotiation with Mr. 
Letchworth. To dam up all the water above the falls would be to 
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■destroy the beauty of the falls. Do the people of the State want 
that to be done? 

Under Mr. Schoeneck's bill the Genesee Eiver Company would be 
-able to build its dam upon Letohworth Park (now the property of 
the State) and to construct and maintain all necessary works below 
the dam, along the river, upon that property. . , . 

The company had five years from 1898 in which to begin the con- 
struction of its dam, but it did nothing, and at the expiration of the 
five-year period the charter became liable to forfeiture on the suit 
of the Attorney-General. He failed to act and in the closing days of 
the legislative session of 1906 a bill was rushed through giving an- 
other period of five years within which the company might do some- 
thing. This extension of time was wholly unwarranted. 

There is nothing whatever in the bill now pending in the Legisla- 
ture that safeguards the property that Mr. Letch worth has given to 
the State. The proper thing to do is to repeal the charter of this 
•company; the people should take back the enormous powers con- 
ferred, preliminary to taking up the work of water storage on their 
own account and for their own benefit. . . , 

Is it not preposterous that the Genesee River Company should ask 
the people for permission to destroy the scenic beauty of their own 
property ? Is it not amazing that there are men in the Legislature 
who believe that permission should be granted? The Senators and 
Assemblymen from Western New York should unite against the 
Schoeneck bill and those from Rochester should be particularly 
strenuous in opposition to it. 


Good Things to Kill 

{Ifew York Tribune, May 9, 1907.) 

There is one bill now before the Assembly at Albany which 
■should be killed in the name of courtesy, decency and justice. We 
refer to that which pretends to be merely for the amendment of the 
charter of a certain industrial corporation, but which in fact is 
intended to smirch the good faith of the State and to spoliate one 
of its most precious material possessions. 

A few months ago Mr. Letch worth gave to the State of New 
York his superb estate of Glen Iris, in the Genesee Valley, com- 
prising the famous Portage Falls and other features which make 
the spot one of the natural wonders of the world. He did so, and 
the State accepted the gift, on the express understanding that the 
property was to be preserved in its natural beauty as a public park, 
pleasure ground and wonderland. The only opposition which was 
manifested to acceptance of the gift arose from a concern known as 
the Genesee River Company, which many years ago got a, charter 
■empowering it to utilize the water of the Genesee River for indus- 
trial purposes, but which has never yet availed itself of its privi- 
leges. It tried first to prevent the acceptance of the gift, and, fail- 
ing that, to have it accepted in a way which would render it easy 
to divert the estate from the intended purposes of its giver and sur- 
render the best part of it to a corporation. Beaten in its first 
attempt to raid the park, the company now seeks to effect its pur- 
pose under the guise of getting its charter "amended." The fact 
is that if the pending bill became a law it would permit the practi- 
•cal dpstruction of all that makes Glen Iris most valuable, and would 
surrender to a self-seeking corporation the magnificent domain 
which was given to the people of the State. 

IS 


The bill, we say, should promptly be killed beyond all possi- 
bility of a resurrection. And at the same time it would be a pious- 
thing to kill also the charter of the concern which is seeking to 
make this grab. That concern got it charter many years ago, 
framed on an unprecedentedly liberal scale and giving it a practical 
monopoly or the Genesee River from the State line to the City of 
Rochester. But it did not act upon its charter. For some reason it 
simply played the part of the dog in the manger. It did not utilize 
the water power of the river, and it prevented others from doing 
so. It is a well-recognized principle of equity that in such circum- 
stances a charter is voided. Indeed, under its own terms this- 
charter would have expired long ago, because of non-performance, 
had not the Legislature complaisantly but with disputed legality 
given it a new lease of life. The righteous proposition was made at 
Albany last winter to settle the whole matter by canceling the char- 
ter. It would be a good piece of work for the State to have that 
done, and to have the pending bill cast into limbo. The two things 
richly deserve to be killed, and it would afford us a peculiar 
pleasure and the people of the State an unbounded measure of grati- 
fication to record their demise. 

The Genesee Grab. 

(New York Times, May 10, 1907.) 

A particularly vile and vicious little bill was put through the- 
Assembly yesterday, largely, it appears, as a matter of courtesy to- 
Speaker Wadsworth, who was personally interested in having it 
passed. This measure, introduced by Assemblyman Schoeneck, 
amends the charter of the somewhat notorious Genesee River Com- 
pany in such a way as to permit the building of the main dam 
across part of Letchworth Park, a region abounding in natural 
charni, which Mr. William Prior Letchworth recently gave to the 
State in order that its places of beauty and interest might be pre- 
served from the invader. 

The building of the dam authorized by the bill would be very 
profitable to the company, which includes politicians and capi- 
talists, as it would permit the use of the impounded waters for 
power purposes. Speaker Wadsworth had the life of this power 
company extended last year, and it is reported in Albany that the 
erection of the dam would benefit the Wadsworth family by pro- 
tecting their lands from spring freshets. A motive so private 
spirited as that will not bear examination, and the bill is so com- 
pletely selfish, indefensible, and against the interests of the people 
that it has been denounced by the press of Rochester, Buffalo, and- 
other cities of the State. It is to be hoped that the Senate will be- 
somewhat less defiant of public sentiment than the Assembly has- 
shown itself to be. 
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